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Coloſſ. iv. —8. 
— Redeeming the Time. 


The whole Verſe runs thus: 


I, alk in Wiſdom toward them 


that are without, Redeeming 
the Time. 


HILE the Gentle World were 
XN. / — under Darkneſs and 
. Vi perplexitles about a Future 
Stare; While, in the Crowd 
of Deities, they were at a Loſs 
which God to ſorve, or which way to 
ſerve him, and their very Deities were 
Monuments of Impiety ; It was no great 
Wonder, that they gave up the Reins to 
A 2 corrup- 
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\ corrupted Nature, and made ſuch Proviſi- 


on for the Fleſh, while they knew ſo little 
of the Spirit. But now Life and Immorta- 
lit are brought to light through the Goſpel: 
Now we can lift up our Eyes by Faith, 
and behold the rich Man in Torments, 
and Lazarus in Abraham's Boſom : Now 
we know the only true God, and the true 
way of Worſhip, and have taſted of the 


| heavenly Gift, and the Powers of the 


World in come: Surely 'tis high Time to 
awake; and not ko [leep * the Brink 
of eternal Run; With all this Day of 
Grace and Revelation abour us: Can We 
reflect on the Value of Immortal Souls; 
and the H/ it alt ta Redeem them: 
Upon the Buſineſs we have here to da, 
ans rhe (ſhort, uncertain Time we have 
to do it in, and that our everlaſting Hap- 
pine(s is now at Stake, and hangs upon 
this Moment, this Thread of Life: Can 
we, 1 ſay, beltow a Thought upon theſe 
Things, (and he muſt be a very unthink- 
ing Wretch that does not) and yet live 


away Days, and Weeks, and Months, 
and Years, like the Beaſts that periſh 2 


As we are rational Creatures, we cannot 
but 
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but think forward; and we cannot like- 
wiſe but think it the trueſt Wiſdom to 
ſpend the moſt Time upon that which 
moſt deſerves it; and if we conſider with 
Job, that zhe 4 of Feaſting are gone 
about, and it may be that we have ſinned, 
and curſed God in our Hearts: And that 
we are now called upon to withdraw from 

the Noiſe and Hurry of the World, and 
by Faſting and Prayer to ſandtifie our 
ſelves for a more entire Converſe with 
 , God and eur own Souls: It will not, | 
hope, be either unſeafonable or unedity- 
| 
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WE 70 detain you at preſent upon the 
Subject of Redeeming the Time, In diſ- 

caurſing upon theſe Words, it will be 
, neceſlary, 


In the Firſt Place, to ſtate the Mean- 
ing of the Phraſe: Or what we are to un- 
derſtand by Redeeming the Time, 

Secondly, I ſhall lay down ſome Rea- 

ſons, which, if duly atrended to, may 
convince us, how infinitely we are con- 
cern'd to ſet ſpeedily and heartily about 
this Work, 


Third'y, 
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Thirdly, I ſhall offer a few Directions 
about the Manner of doing it, 
And then, Fomrrhbly, Apply the whole, 


1ſt, To Redeem, in the proper Senſe 
of the Word, is to reſcue a Thing out of 
another's Poſſeſſion , by paying down a 
valuable Conſideration for it. Thus the 
Mortgager redeems his Land, or the Cap- 
tive bis Freedom, by paying the Mort- 
gage, and thePrice of Redemption. But 
Time, in this Senſe, is not Redeemable ; 
for when that is once gone, it is gone 
for ever, We cannot purchaſe 7eſterday 
again, or ranſom the Hour paſt, would 
we give the World in exchange for it. 
And therefore we muſt underſtand the A- 
poſtle in the plain, obvious, and leſs 
proper Senſe of the Word: As when the 
Servant, who has ſquander'd away the 
Morning, by doubling his Diligence at 
Noon, and by completing the Task of a 
whole Day in the other half, is common- 
ly ſaid to have Redeemed the Morning he 
loſt; and the Exceſs of his Labour may be 
looked on as the Price he laid down for 


the Recovery of his Time, Thus the 
Coloſſiaus 
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Coloſſians had been the Servants of Sin, 
and miſ-ſpent the Morning of Life, in all 
the Uneleanneſt of the Heathen World; 
but now, nu the Apoltle) 77 are r+ 
ſen with Chriſt, raiſe up your c, u an. 
Souls after him: Ser your Af i 9,19 
feftion on things above : Put off the old Man 
with bis Deeds, and put on the new Man, 
which is renewed in Knowledge, after the 
Image of Him that created him, 

And after many other excellent Rules 
of Chriſtian Morality, he adds this in 
my Text, Walk in Wiſdom toward them 
that are without, Redeeming the Time; 
1. e. Look upon this World as God's 
School, only to train up his Children 
for the World to come; and therefore 
be good Husbands of your Time, and 
improve it all you can to your Spiritual 
Advantage: Learn thoſe Divine Leſ- 
ſons of Charity and Patience, Meekneſs 
and Humility, which you were ſent hi- 
ther to learn; and lay ſuch a Foundati- 
on of Virtue here on Earth, as may pro- 
vide for your Happineſs to all Eternity. 

Now conſidering what a Swarm of ie 
tle Vanities, or real Affairs, are perpetu- 

7 all y 
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ally putting in for aShare in this our Span of 
Time, we muſt Redeem it, not only from 
thoſe notorious Robbers, the Luft 5 the 
Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride 
of Life; but, at certain Seaſons, even 
from the Buſineſs of our lawful Callings: 
And the Time ſo Redeemed, we muſt 
never about the one Thing needful ; 
in Abſtinence and Devotion; in reading 
the Word of God, and Communing = 
our own Hearts; in rectifying our Paſ- 
ſions, and trimming our Virtues, and 
refreſhing our Souls in the weariſome 
Paſſages of Life, with the Proſpect of 
that glorious Crown, which is laid u 

for the Righteous at his Journey's End, 
The Chriſtian muſt compute his Time, 
not by the Courſe of the Sun, but the 
Growth of his Virtue; he muſt look upon 
that Day as worſe than loſt, in which he 
has done nothing for the Glory of God, 
the Good of his Neighbour, or the in- 
ward Improvement of himſelf ; for it is 
not how long, but how well we have lived, 
that mult ſupport us at our going out of 
this World, and acquit us in the next. 


Which 
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Which brings me in the ſecond Place, 
to offer ſome Arguments, that, if duly 


attended to, will ſhew, how infinitely 


we are concern'd to walk wiſely, Redeem- 
ing the Time. 


The firſt Argument ſhall be taken from 
the Work we have to do. 

Was Religion ſuch a thing as ſome 
Men would make it; would Ye Abſolu- 
tion of a Prieſt, make a Camel go through 
the Eye of a Needle, or a rich Sinner en- 


ter in at the Hrait Gate with all his Bulk 


of Iniquity; or would the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, without any Righteouſneſs of 

our own, ſerve the Turn, who then would 
not be ſaved? Was a Fit or two of De- 


votion, or the going now and then to 


Church, when we could not decently a- 
void it, enough for Heaven: Would 


ſome Flaſhes of Repentance, ſtruck out by 
Affliction, or ſome haſty Promiſes, and 


broken Prayers, extorted by the Fear of 
Death, cad amends for a Life of Sin ; 
then indeed we might with ſome ſhew of 
Reaſon, ftand here all the Day idle, and 
ſee Time, like a pleaſing River, glide on 

B with- 
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without Reflection. But the Chriſtian's 


Work is not fo eaſily done; *Tis no 


ſuch eaſie Matter to wage War againſt 


Self, or to get the better of one fooliſh 
Paſſion, much leſs to bring under the 
whole Body of Fin. *Tis not the Work 
of a Day to know how to abound, and how 
zo be abaſed, to uſe the World as not abu- 
ſing it, and to keep its Pomps and Vani- 
ties at a due Diſtance from the Heart. 
Tis a very difficult Calling to rejoice in 
Tribulation, to take Evil in good part 
from the Hand of God, and to kiſs the 
| R6d we are chaſtis'd with. But above 
all, to love our Enemies, to bleſs them 
that curſe us, to do good to them that hate 
us, and to pray for them which deſpite- 
fully uſe us, and perſecute us, This is 
an bard Saying, who can hear it? And 
yet theſe are the Leſſons our Maſter ſet 
us, and which we muſt learn, if we would 
be the Children of our Father which is in 
Heaven : This is the new Man, that 
godlike Temper of Mind we muſt put 
on, in order to qualify us for the Enjoy- 

ments above. 


2 we 
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| We have our Lord's Word, that his 
Dole is eaſie, and his Burthen hgbt ; and 
ſo indeed it is upon many Accounts ; 
Tis eaſie in reſpect of the Yoke of Mo- 
ſes; for the Chriſtian Law is nigh unto 
us, tis moſtly written in the Heart, and 
gagrecable to right Reaſon : *Tis much ea- 
! fer to be Good, than Great or Learned ; 
and if we compare the Pleaſures of a ſound 
| 
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Conſcience, with the Burthen of a wound- 
| ed Spirit, and conſider the eternal Re- 
Wards for this ſhort Service, it is perfect 
| Freedom. Chriſts Yoke is eaſie like- 
| wiſe, if we ſubmit to it in the Seaſon of 
Innocence and Flexibility; and the lon- 
| ger we wear it, the more Reſt continu- 
ally ſhall we find unto our Souls. 
| But moſt Men ſet their firſt Love upon 
the World, and when they have continued 
under its Enchantments for a time, *tis a 
hard matter to break the Charm, and re- 
turn to themſelves. Senſual Pleaſures have 
' a ſtrong Party within, and Cuſtom daily 
ies. + their Strength: The Lover has 
Eyes that can ſee no Faults in the $1 of 
his Boſom, nor will his Ears hear a Word 
againſt it. A mew Life ſounds like Death 
: B 2 to 
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to the young Prodigal; tis a Yoke he ſub- 
mits to with Pain, and a great while it is, 
before he comes to wear it with Patience, 
to reliſh the Delights of Virtue, and to 
taſte and ſee how gracious the Lord is. 

But when Vice is become a ſecond Na- 
ture, and a Sinner has been dead to Re- 
ligion for many Years, who can preach 


him alive unto God without a Miracle, 
equal almoſt to that of curing the Man 


lame from his Mother's Womb?! To bid 
the Tetrarch part with Herodias, is to bid 
him pluck out his right Eye; and the 
Preacher, he had heard /o gladly, muſt 
now die for the unwelcome Truth, To 


a a good Man, tis more Pleaſure 70 give 


than to recerve; but an old Servant 

Mammon, cannot for his Heart dewi/e li- 
beral things; ſooner can he cut off his 
right Hand, than ſtretch it forth' to feed 
the Hungry, and chath the Naked. To 
a devout and heavenly-minded Man, tired 
with Years, or Infirmities, or the Empti- 
neſs of things on Earth, what more re- 
freſhing, than to meditate on the Joy 
that is ſet before him, and to ſend up his 
Soul Night and Day to the God of his 
"FS Aﬀe- 
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Affections? But to a Perſon never uſed 
to be upon his Knees, Prayer is a ſolemn 
| Penance, and Divine Contemplations 
0 as dry and inſipid, as a Philoſophick Le- 
N cure to a grij ing Uſurer : So that Re- 
ligion is a Work of great Difficulty to 
| moſt Men ; and after all our Care and 
Pains, we cannot tell the exact Meaſure of 
Repentance, or juſt how much Sorrow 
and Reformation will avail, thro' Chriſt, 
for the Pardon of our Sins; and there- 
fore let us make ſure of doing enough ; 
let us work out our Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling: We may eaſily do too 
little, but never too much, in a Buſineſs 
of ſuch eternal Conſequence, This is the 
firſt and great Argument I propoſe to 
5 your Conſideration, for Redeeming the 
8 
And the Second is like unto it, v2. 
The Shortneſs and Uncertainty of the 
Time we have to work in. 
Would we ſit down and write out a 
Bill of the Time paſt, tho partial as that 
of the unjuſt Steward, what a deal of Life 
ſhould we find waſted in providing for the 
1 Senſes beyond the Meaſures of Health or 
In Retreſhb.. 
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Refreſhment, and in more abwmdant Come- 
leſs upon that part of us which muſt oo 3 
moulder into Duſt > How much Time ſunk | 
in fruitleſs Study, in wild R6mances, and 
numberleſs Ville improv'd to no real 
Advantage of Body or Soul? Nay, 
how much in private and publick Scan- 
dal, in ſowing Strife and Diviſion, in 
ſpealing Evil of Dignities, in drommg 
ies, and giving IN, to the Vanity? | 
And of that Portion of our 'Time which | 
paſſes for well-ſpent, how much even of | 
that have we ſtoll'n from God to beſtow 
upon the World? How much of it laid 
out upon our temporal Concerns, in 
heaping up more Riches, and ladung our 
ſelves with thick Clay? And how very 
little employ'd in going about doing good, 
in viſiting the Sick, and cloathing the Na- 
ked, and maling to our ſelves Friends of 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs? In a 
Word, What a very little of this better 
part of our Time, what a few Hours ſhall 
we find at the Foot of the Account Re- 
| deemed for ſpiritual Concerns, for Me- 
ditation, and Prayer, and ſetting Mat- 
ters right between God and our own Souls ? 
| = RE.” 93 
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Can we then look upon the Meaſure of 


our Time, and ſee how many Hours are run 


out in doing nothing, or ſomething worſe 
than nothing ; that we cannot live /ong, 
and may die ſuddenly : That this inſtant, 
this Day, or this Night, our Souls may be 
wears of us? Can we, I ſay, often and 
ſeriouſly think of this, and of that ama- 
zing Eternity juſt before us, and ſtill con- 


tinue Prodigals even of the eleventh Hour, 


of this laſt Inch of Life? It cannot be. 
The Shortneſs and Uncertainty of our 
Time we all know indeed habitually, but 
the Knowledge lies dead in the Mind, 
and we ſeldom actually apply it; {Every 
one turneth to his Conrfſe, as the Horſe 
ruſheth into the Battel; and the Man that 
will not conſider his Danger, and the 


Beaſt that cannot, are both in. Practice 


equally ſtupid. 
is to be remembred likewiſe, that this 
Fragment ofuncertain Life is rhe oni) Seaſon 
We have to work in; for there isn0 Ec-clel. in r0. 
Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wi/- 
dom in the Grave. When Might cometh, we 
ſhall receive the Wages of Sin, or the Re- 
wards of Righteouſneſs; Repentance and 
| Prayers 
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Prayers are then at an End, and in the State 


ve die we ſhall continue for ever. Inthe Place 
Veeeleſ. ai. J. where the Tree falleth, there it 

ſhall be, Beſides, as ſhort and uncertain as 
the Time of Life is, the Day of Grace may 


conclude before the Day of our Death ; 


and God has frequently threatned that i it 
ſhall do fo, if we go on to abuſe his Mer- 
cies. Hear how pathetically our Lord 


weeps over Jeruſalem, upon this very 
Luke xix. 42. Account! If thou hadaft known, | 


even thou, at leaſt in this thy D 2 things 
which belong unto thy Peace / 2 t now they 

are hid from thine 80. But Iwill not - 
tiply Arguments upon a Subject, which 
wants nothing but a ſerious Reflection; 

and I cannot think of a more awakening 
Motive for Redeeming the Time, than this 
one Conſideration: How much of it has 


been ill ſpent, and how very little remains 
to be better employ'd. 


And ſo proceed in the third Place, to 


offer a Wor 
employing it. 


or two about the manner of 


A wiſe Steward vill be juſt and frugal 
in the Oeconomy of his Time; a proper 
Poriont 
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Portion of it he will ſer 1 * for the Bu- 


ſineſs of his Profeſſion, for his Refreſh- 
ment, and for the Duties of Religion; 


and each Night he will reviſe the Actions 


of the Day, and where he finds himſelf | 


wanting, eſpecially to God and his Soul, 
there he will beg the Divine Pardon and 
Aſſiſtance, that he may be a better Huſ- 


band of the Time to come. This, I 


fear, will be look'd on by many as a ve- 
ry hard Tax upon this handful of Life, 
and a Leſſon fit only for the Cloyſters, or 
Perſons of Spleen and Retirement; but 
be it as hard as it will, God expects it 
from us, and will ſhortly call us to 
Account for every idle Word and ill- 
ſpent Hour; and our only way to miti- 

ate this Account, is to reckon with our 
* before that Day comes. Howe- 
ver, Without this Oeconomy and Me- 
thod, Life is a ſad, wild, incoherent 
thing, and our whole Time runs out, 
like a puzled Lump of Silk, in Perple- 
xity and Trouble; Whereas, I dare ap- 
peal to any experienced Chriſtian, whe- 


\ 


ther a Life thus regularly led, is not 


the moſt uniform, comely, and de- 


C lightful 
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lightful Courſe in Nature; and may 
thoſe, who have thus led it, long re- 
joice, ſo to run the Race that is ſet be- 
fore them. 
Beſides, God is the King of the whole 
Earth, and will be treated as ſuch by all 
his Subjeffs; He does not expect the 
ſame Time from all, but unto whom/6- 
ever much is given, of him ſhall be much 
required, He expects that Perſons of 
Leiſure and Fortune, ſhould enlarge their 
Thanks for theſe uncommon Favours; 
that they ſhould pay a more t 4 
nary Court and Attendance upon him; 
and that by their own Examples they 
ſhould make his Religion faſhionable in 
the lower World. 
| God has done great Things for the | 
Pooreſt of us all, and infinitely greater 
he has yet to do: He has given us all 
Immortal Souls, and the Means of Grace, 
and at Night will give us the full and eter- 
nal Fruition of himſelf, And can we not 
watch one Hour for all this ? js any thing)" 
worthy the Name of Buſineſs, in compa- 
riſon with ſo great Salvation ? Can Cri 
minals under Sentence miſ-ſpend the Mer- 
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cy of a Reprieve, and forget to ask For- 
giveneſs, and ſue out a Pardon? Can 
we, labour for the Wind, for Fame, 
for Riches, and find no time for Hea- 
ven, before we go hence and be no more 
ſeen ? Or do we think, that God can- 
not be happy without us? If ſo, better 
had it been, yea infinitely better, that 
we had never ms: Men, than thus to 
have abus'd our Reaſon, and ſquander'd 
away our Day of Grace upon ſuch things 
only, as will adminiſter Fewel to the Fire 
that ſhall rorment us for ever. 

I come now, in the laſt Place, to make 
ſome Reflections on the whole, 


And Firſt, If Time is to be Redeem- 
ed chiefly for religious Uſes, then they 
of all Men have the moſt to anſwer for, 
who Redeem ir chiefly for the Ruin of 
Souls; who make it their daily Em- 
ployment, not only to drown the Cries 
of Conſcience, and to = out the Can- 
ale of the Lord in themſelves, but alſo to 
ſcatter the Principles of Scepticiſm and 
Infidelity, and to infuſe a Spirit of Drol- 

. 1 lery 
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lery and Profaneneſs into all the Compa- 
ny they converſe with: Who knowing the 
Judgment of God, (that they which com- 
mit ſuch things are worthy of Death) not 
only do the ſame,but have pleaſure in them 
that do them. | | 
Io theſe Hunters of Souls, and worſt 
of Murtherers, I would propoſe a few 
Queſtions : What Fruit they have had 
in theſe Things, what they expect, and 
whether upon ſerious Thoughts, they 
can heartily applaud themſelves for ſo do- 
ing ? Whether they imagin that God 
ave them Reaſon to argue againſt him- 
fa and keeps them {till alive to deface 
the moral World, and to work for the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs? Whether they 
think to avoid the Gulph by running up- 
on it with their Eyes ſhut? or ever calm- 
ly reflect, that the ſaddeſt Place of Tor- 
ments in all the bottomleſs Pit is pre- 
pared for them, who having time for Re- 
pentance, have miſerably conſum'd it in 
filling up the Meaſure of their Sins, and 
in making others as bad as themſelyes 2 


Sepondly, 
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| Secondly, To ſuch as are over-ſtock'd 
with Time, and continually ſending out 
into the Highways for Gueſts to take it 
off their Hands, and to help on the heavy 
Hours of Life, I humbly propoſe, that 
they would in the Cool of the Day put 

to themſelves ſome ſuch Queſtions as 

T theſe, and fee what Anſwer their Con- 
ſciences will make unto them: How 
have I lived from my Youth up? Have I 
made Reſtitution for my ill-gotten Goods, 
and all the Amends poſſible for the In- 
juries of my Tongue? Have I cleanſed 
my Heart from all Filthineſs of Fleſh 
and Spirit? Am I in Charity with all 
Men, and in a Temper meet for the In- 
heritance of the Samis in light? Am I 
perfect in the Goſpel-Senſe, or what lack 
het? Would they but debate theſe 
Points impartially with themſelves, I 
make no doubt but they would find Mat- 

ter enough for the Employment of Lei- 
ſure Hours. And when theſe Doers of 
nothing, or the Men of Buſineſs, who 
could ſpare no Time from this World to 
provide fo#the next, when they come to 


die, 
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die, their Thoughts will then be extreme- 
ly different from what they now are: 
Then they would give all they are worth, 
and the whole World, if poſſible, for the 
Redemption of the Time they have loſt: 
Then they will be ſick of their worldly 
Wiſdom, and cry out with Confuſion, © ]. 
ſpare me a little, that I may recover my 
Strength for Repentance, before [ go hence, 
and be no more ſeen, 
I ſhall now conclude with a ſhort View 
of our prudent Steward of Time, that . 
the Miſſpenders of it may go and do 
likewiſe. He is one then, who propor- 
tions his Care to the real Worth of 
Things; and when Buſineſs or neceſſary 
Refreſhment call him not Abroad, finds 
ood Work at Home ; he looks into his 
Book of Life, and is not afraid to know 
too much of himſelf: He cannot well 
forbear taking an Account of his Acti- 
ons, 'tis a thing he is us'd to, and his 
Soul looks for it as much, as his Body | 
does for Meat and Drink. And what! 
i no is the natural Fruit of thus living? | + 
Why, he is Maſter of his Thne, _ 
| | . uy 
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| — velt of Joy. In this heavenly Poſture , 


his Hopes lead him on in Triumph. 


of Redeeming Time. 23 


his Life runs on as regularly as the Sun, 


and in every Stage of it the Good Max 
is ſatisfy d from himſelf : He wants not 
the external Amuſements of a ſick Mind, 
Self-Reflection is his Cure. The Voice 
of Joy and Health, and Order, les in 


bis Dwellings : His Reaſon approves his 


Conduct, his Conſcience feaſts him, and 
If 
he chance to be abſent from himſelf lon- 
ger than uſual, upon his Return he takes 
a ſtricter Review of the World within, 
and behold every thing is very Good, or 
elſe he mends it: So much, upon ſearch- 
ing his Soul, he finds lent unto the Lord, 
feeding, and cloathing, and educa- 
ting his-Poor: So much for building the 
Lord Houſes, and relieving his more im- 


| mediate Servants, and for Propegating 
his Goſpel : So much Time ſpent 1 
lick and private Devotion, and in cor- 
recting and ſpiritualizing his Paſſions: 
And ſo much, perhaps, he ſees, that 
calls for his Repentance: And thus every 


ent in pub- 


Survey of his Life brings in a new Har- 


and 


24 The Great Importance, &c. 
and with his Accounts ready, our frugal 
Chriſtian Watches; and at Midnight, when | 
his Lord calleth, is, like the wiſe Fir- 
gens, prepar'd to meet him; in that Hour 
of Confuſion he can lift up his Eyes in 
Peace, he has nothing to do but to trim 
his Lamp, to refreſh fie Virrues, and to 
compoſe himſelf for Heaven. God grant 
we may all ſo number our Days as to 
apply our Hearts to the ſame Wiſdom : 
That we may ſo redeem the Time for 
good Living, that we may die the Death 
4 the Righteous, and our /aſt End be like 
16. Amen. | hh, | 
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